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October 25, 2019 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  City Council, 7pm 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager, Natalie Dean reports that work continues on our homes involved 

with the Neighborhood Enhancement Grant.  Repairs were completed on a home at 301 2nd 

Street. The family is very happy to be able to use their front door again after 3 years.  Now 

they are using it all the time! 

       

Before and after pictures at 301 2nd Street.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Construction issued delayed work on 403 3rd Street after the removal of the old driveway.  The 

new drive is finally paved and looks beautiful.   Supplies also arrived and were dropped off this 

week for front yard landscaping. 

   

 

 

Department of Public Service Director, Chad Tyrakowski reports on projects across     

the City.  Fall activities and winter prep continues.  The leaf vac has started making its way 

through town.  We are reviewing option for leaf disposal.  The crew has been repairing and 

winterizing city irrigation systems, and also repaired the water lines supplying Rotary Park.  

The storm inlet, basin, and pipe that had been removed from East Telegraph a couple months 

back due to a void under the road was finally replaced and is now back in service.  The 

overgrown Locust tree was removed from the planter in front of Twistees, requiring repair to 

the planter and surrounding brick work.  Penn and Cass fire have finally completing CCWS 

hydrant flushing, all necessary hydrants have been pumped to prevent freeze damage. 

The bid opening for patching revealed Chorba Construction as the low bidder; so, they will 

begin paving next week.  We held a pre-bid meeting at the airport grounds and approach 

related to clearing that is required by the state in order to be awarded a grant for the building    

of hangars.  After review, we anticipate this to be an involved and costly project.  Becky and 

Chad also met with Mary Nykamp of Wightman to discuss progress with our revised USDA 

Application. 

From the regulatory front, the Composting Facilities Annual Report was completed and 

submitted to the state.  We inquired about the status regarding the approval of our revised 

Sewer Use Ordinance that was submitted earlier in the year, also inquiring about a potential 

extension for related items that are due at the end of the year, but can’t be completed until this 

has been approved.  We are working with Wightman and F&V to put together the WWTP 

Asset Management Annual Report.  For good measure, we sampled the standing water near the 

forced main break on M-152 for SLAUA to ensure no contamination, of which there was not.  

This information was passed along to the state and health department.  We also itemized the 

invoice for the AEP pole/sewer incident for SLAUA to pursue compensation. 

At the WWTP, we are working through equipment issues and failures related to the sludge 

pumps, primary influent pumps, and blowers (again) with F&V and factory reps.  We are also 

working with F&V regarding iron complaints in the CCWS.  Beyond a high iron content in the 

ground water, we believe these to be exasperated by recent power issues at the tower, hydrant 

flushing, and the overall lack of turn-around in the supply.  In addition to the system having 



been built with excess capacity, seasonal residents have left, resulting in a steep decline of 

usage. 

It was found that the height of the berms at Schuur Park needed to be increased, so the crews 

were pulled to haul 220 cubic yards of top-soil to the site before the blacktop was laid.  The 

parking lot was paved yesterday; and, final grading is anticipated for today.  Our crews also 

assembled and installed the benches and trash receptacles.  Work continues with the library 

group regarding water, storm, and electrical items related to their project.         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As demo and construction begins at the 

Dowagiac District Library, work 

continues with the group regarding 

water, storm, and electrical items related 

to their project.         

 

Sincerely, 

 

     

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


